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Madison Conference Center

 
 

W E L C O M E 
 

Each year for 27 years the NIFAD members get together to share views about their business, learn from 
presentations, and meet national suppliers.  This is made possible through your member dues,  

sponsorships and annual participation and support of our organization.  Thank you.



Agenda
Saturday, June 17th 
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.		  Board Meeting, Madison Boardroom (Board Members Only) 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.		  Welcome Reception— Just a very informal get together at the BET MGM Sports Bar.   

Sunday, June 18th
7:00 - 5:00 pm		  Conference Registration, Outside Madison 6 & 7 
7:30 - 8:15 a.m.		  Breakfast, Madison South Lounge: Assorted Fruits, Berries, Eggs Benedict, Pork Sausage, Yukon 		
			   Potatoes, Onions & Red Peppers.  
8:15 - 9:00 a.m.		  Welcome, and NIFAD Business Meeting, Madison 6 
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.	 Town Hall Meeting, Distributor Members Q & A,  (Distributor Members Only), Madison 6 
11:00 - 11:15 a.m.	 Beverage Break, Madison South Lounge			    
11:15 - 12:00 p.m.	 Distributor Members Q & A, (Distributor Members Only),  Madison 6 
12:00 - 12:45 p.m.	 Lunch, Madison South Lounge: Fusilli Pasta Salad, Turkey Caesar Wrap, Heirloom Tomato & 		
			   Mozzarella Sandwich  	  
12:45 - 2:15 p.m.	 Distributor Members Q & A, (Distributor Members Only), Madison 6 
2:15 - 3:15 p.m.		  Chip Hollis, CAE, NICET Vice President, Madison 7 
			   Developing a Qualified Workforce with NICET Certification 
3:15—3:30 p.m.		 Break, Madison 6 or Lounge, Mini Madelines, Leek Parmesan Danish 	                             
3:30—4:30 p.m.		 Richard Roberts, Sr. Industry Affairs Manager,  Honeywell, Madison 7,   
			   Summary of Key Changes to the 2022 Edition of NFPA 1225 
6:30—9:30 p.m.		 Reception & Dinner:  Campania Bakery at Il Fornaio, located inside New York-New York.   

	 Sponsored by Honeywell (advance reservations only).	 Pane, Primi Piatti, Pasta (with Bacon 		
	 and Vodka Cream-Tomato  Sauce, Choice of Secondi (fish, chicken or beef ) and …. Tiramisu!

Monday, June 19th
7:00 - 1:00 pm		  Conference Registration, Outside Madison 6 & 7 
7:30 - 8:00 a.m.		  Breakfast, Madison South Lounge, Blueberry & Pistachio Oats, Assorted Fruit Skewers, Honey 		
			   Glazed Ham, Egg, and Cheddar Croissants, Chicken Apple Sausage, Fingerling Potatoes w/		
			   Cheddar & Green Onions.			    
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.		  Nick Immekus, VP, Business Development, BRYCER, Madison 6 
			   History and the “why” of BRYCER, the creators of 3rd Party Inspection Reporting 
9:00 - 9:15 a.m.		  Fast Break/Change Presenters 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 	 Larry D. Rietz, SET, CFPS, Vice President, Service Line Leader for Fire Detection and Alarm,  
			   Jensen Hughes, Madison 6,  
			   Giant Voice Applications & Design 
10:15– 10:30 a.m.	 Beverage Break, Madison South Lounge		   
10: 30—12:00 p.m.  	 Sponsor Round Tables, Madison 6  
12:00—1:00 p.m.	 Lunch, Madison South Lounge, Simple Green Salad w/Balsamic Dressing, Grilled Lemon & Herb 	
			   Chicken, Tahini and Garlic Sauce, Penna, Grilled Mediterranean Veggies, Pesto.		   
1:00 -  2:30 p.m.		 Sponsor Round Tables, Madison 6 
2:30—2:45 p.m.		 Break, Madison 6 or Lounge,  Mini Palmier, Spinach Feta Danish. 
2:45  - 3:00 p.m.		 Wrap Up, Raffle, Adjourn. 



Sunday Presenters & Abstracts 
Chip Hollis, CAE, NICET Vice President  
Developing a Qualified Workforce with NICET Certification 
 
Professional Certification is a key component to developing a qualified workforce. 
Hear about NICET’s role and how industry contributes to content and requirements. 
Learn how the comprehensive certification requirements (Exams, Work History, 
Performance Verification, Personnel Recommendation, Major Project, Continuing 
Professional Development) provide assurance of competency. Plus get the latest on 
content updates (Fire Alarm Systems to NFPA 72- 2022 edition) and more! 
 
Chip Hollis, CAE, NICET Vice President  is responsible for implementing the policies 
and directions established by the NICET Board of Governors and daily operations. 
He promotes the value of NICET certification to technicians, employers, contract 
specifiers, AHJs and other stakeholders. He strives to create a customer friendly en-
vironment and improve processes while preserving the rigor and integrity of NICET 
certifications. Prior to joining NICET in 2006, Mr. Hollis spent most of his career in 
marketing and communication in the association sector. Additionally, he spent 
three years performing financial analysis in the telecom industry.  
 
Mr. Hollis holds a B.S. degree in Business Administration: Marketing from California 
State University, Long Beach. He earned recognition as a Certified Association Exec-
utive in January 2023 from the American Society of Association Executives.  

Richard Roberts, Senior Industry Affairs Manager,  Honeywell Fire Safety 
Summary of Key Changes to the 2022 Edition of NFPA 1225 
 
An informative presentation relating to the new requirements for public safety 
communications inside buildings. The presentation will summarize the key changes 
to the 2022 edition of the NFPA 1225, Standard for Emergency Services Commu-
nications, for in-building emergency responder communications enhancement 
systems (ERCES) as well as providing the reasons for the changes and how they will 
improve the performance and reduce the total installation costs of ERCES. Presen-
tation Agenda: Requirements that eliminate noise and interference to the public 
safety macro system; Survivability requirements for backbone cables and backbone 
cable components; Performance requirements that align with various ICC and NFPA 
model codes; New testing requirements.  
 
Richard Roberts, Senior Industry Affairs Manager at Honeywell Security and Fire 
has over 35 years in the fire alarm and life safety markets. His experience spans the 
installation, sales, and the development of products/systems. Currently, Mr. Roberts 
is a member of thirteen NFPA Technical Committees, member of several ICC Fire 
Code Action Committee (FCAC) Working Groups and a member of two Underwrit-
ers Laboratories (UL) Standards Technical Panel (STP). He serves on the Board of 

Directors for the Fire and Life safety Section (FLSS) of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), Safer Buildings 
Coalition (SBC), Center for Campus Fire Safety (CCFS) and is the Chair of NEMA’s Building Codes Committee as well as a 
member of the Model Codes Committee of the National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM).



Monday Presenters & Abstracts 
Larry D. Rietz, SET, CFPS, Vice President,  
Service Line Leader for Fire Detection and Alarm, Jensen Hughes 
Giant Voice Applications & Design 
 
The increase in Emergency Communications and Mass Notification Systems has 
increased the need for intelligible voice and audio communication, both indoor 
and outdoor. This presentation will focus on the guiding principles of mass notifica-
tion design. This includes the design reliability, code and standards requirements, 
identifying the AHJ, and differences between high-power and medium power 
loudspeaker arrays. It will help the attendees walk through the design criteria, us-
ing acoustic models, and determining overall loudspeaker layout. It will help look at 
different solutions that can provide cost savings based on various design solutions. 
This presentation will hopefully help you think outside the box and look for the 
best solutions based on your situation. 
 
Larry D. Rietz,  Vice President and Service Line Leader for Fire Detection and 
Alarm for Jensen Hughes,  works as a designer, instructor, author, and industry 
advocate. He is a NICET Level IV Certified Fire Alarm designer and Certified Fire Pro-
tection Specialist (CFPS) with over 28 years of life safety industry experience. After 

working for almost 14 years with a large Fire Alarm manufacturer and service provider, he has spent the last 11 years 
with Jensen Hughes, 7 of those years as Director of the Denver office. Over those years, he directed the talented team 
of engineers and helped grow the Denver business over 300% in just four years. At the same time, he has designed 
and analyzed multiple large fire alarm and emergency communication systems for transportation, entertainment, and 
higher education campuses and was the Project Manager for the Denver International Airport Public Safety Notifi-
cation Upgrade and On-Call Life Safety Systems projects. Larry currently serves on the Automatic Fire Alarm Associa-
tion (AFAA) Board of Directors as Secretary, on the Technical Committee (Principal) for NFPA 1616 Standard on Mass 
Evacuation, Sheltering and Re-entry, on the Technical Committee (Principal) for NFPA 72 Chapter 24 (SIG-ECS), on the 
Technical Committee (Alternate) for NFPA 72 Chapters 12, 21, &amp; 23 (SIG-PRO), on the Technical Committee (Alter-
nate) for NFPA 101/5000 Education and Day-Care Occupancies (SAF-END), and on the Technical Committee (Principal) 
for NPFA 909, Code for the Protection of Cultural Resource Properties and NFPA 914, Code for the Protection of Historic 
Structures (CUL-AAA). He also serves on three different UL Standards Technical Panel (UL 864, 464/1480, and 2525). He 
is a frequent presenter at a large variety of industry events, is a Contract Instructor with AFAA, and is a guest lecturer at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) and the University of Maryland (UMD) fire protection programs. 

 
Nick Immekus, Vice President, Business Development, BRYCER 
History and the “why” of BRYCER, the creators of 3rd Party Inspection Reporting 
 
What is 3rd Party Inspection Reporting?  What benefits does 3rd Party Inspection 
Reporting provide to ITM’s?  Our presentation will include case studies from AHJ’s 
having success with 3rd Party Inspection Reporting by BRYCER and Case studies 
from ITM’s (Service Providers) using TCE (The Compliance Engine) 
 
Nick Immekus, Vice President of Business Development at BRYCER, is the creators 
of The Compliance Engine.  Nick began his career in the fire and life safety market 
working with Tyco Integrated Security, now known as Johnson Controls. Prior to 
beginning his career at both Tyco and BRYCER, Nick graduated and was a Varsity 
Letter Winner at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He has spent the 
past 8 years educating the industry-wide shift to 3rd Party Inspection Reporting of 
Fire Protection Systems, Cross Connection Solutions, Conveyance Systems, Boilers 
and Pressure Vessels. Nick works closely with AHJ’s, ITM’s (Service Providers) and 
Fire/Sprinkler Associations throughout the United States. 

 



Thanks to our Conference Sponsors

Round Table Line-up

Monday Session Time:  10:30 – 12:00 PM

Table Number		  Supplier/Sponsor	 Presenter	  
1			   Honeywell		  Sam Aviles	
2			   Gentex			  Dave Christian	
3			   Potter			   Kevin Magoon	
4			   HR Kirkland		  Mark McQuaid	
5			   Micropack		  Carter White			 
	

Monday Session Time:  1:00 – 2:30 PM

Table Number		  Supplier/Sponsor	 Presenter	
1			   STI			   Michael Mikaelian
2			   Eaton			   Matt Johnson  
3			   Saf-Com		  Jay Levy	
4 			   Signal Source		  Jason Barton
5			   Mircom		  Elizabeth Schoonman 
					      	 & Allen Fritts



NIFAD was founded and organized 
in 1976 as an association of  
independent distributors of fire 
alarm and related fire warning sys-
tems for mutual benefit.  We strive 
to provide technical, marketing, 
safety and promotional information 
to our members.  Our members in-
clude manufacturers and suppliers 
of fire system equipment who sup-
port and contribute to our goals. 

NIFAD Member Objectives:
•	 To provide a linkage of Distrib-

utors who know each other 
personally and who have  
common goals. 

•	 To receive input from special-
ized sources at Association 
meetings in the field of: Equip-
ment, Codes, Law, Insurance, 
Operations, Legislation,  
Finance, and Regulations.  

•	 To stimulate and effect mean-
ingful communication through 
the sharing of information and 
knowledge regarding business 
practices and procedures.  

•	  To establish service, installa-
tion, and certification  
standards.  

•	  To support Distributors having 
special equipment needs. 

•	 To encourage the development 
of desirable codes and  
regulations.  

•	 To gain and maintain a unity of 
quality Distributors.  

•	 To help solve mutual problems.  

National Independent Fire Alarm Distributors
 

A Non-Profit organization  
Serving The U.S.A. With Life and Property Safety Systems & Service

NIFAD Board of Directors 
 

President, Rich Sigethy  
(Fireline Corporation)
                                         

Vice President, Alley Williamson  
(Fire Fighter Sales & Service Co.)

	  
Treasurer, Don Horsley  

(All Tech Fire and Security)
	

Directors 
 

Debbie Horvath  
(Reliable Fire Equipment Co.)

 
John Pletcher  

(Pletcher Fire Protection)
	  

Kevin Green  
(Pyro-Comm Systems, Inc.)

                                       
Secretary/Executive Director 

Cathy Tabor | CathyTabor@nifad.com

 
NIFAD 

 
125 Church Street | Suite 90-382
Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359 

781.319.8001 | www.mynifad.org 


